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THE REWARDS OF TRUTH TO A NATION 

By Saeed Fadlulahi Froko 

One glaring malady in the world today, is the absence of world peace. The countless 
contradictions in this present generation, coupled with inhuman self-interest and 

treachery,have made the world appear like a creature with broken limbs that can’t move this way or that 
way in its attempt to pounce on the beautiful fruit of peace. It is not a hidden fact today, that the interests 
and pursuits of various nations have impelled them into an ungodly situation of hostile and aggressive 
competition where these nations deliberately wipe off truth from the surface of the earth in order to step 
into the garment of economic and political power. This has led to a world which is now brimful of all 
types of threats and insecurity, squashing immensely the legendary purposes of the United Nations which 
include taking effective and collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to world peace, 
suppressing the acts of aggression or breaches of peace, adjusting or settling international disputes or 
situations that may lead to a breach of peace, developing friendly relations among nations based on 
respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, helping to achieve international 
co-operation in solving international problems of economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character, 
and encouraging respect for human rights and fundamental freedom for all without distinction as to race, 
sex, language, or religion.  

 

In Islam, truth is seen to be indispensably crucial to the growth and development of any nation. The Holy 
Quran which in itself is true in every corner of its facets, and is also the durable fortress of Muslims 
places much emphasis on righteousness which it regards as the sole badge of honour. The Holy Quran has 
announced, saying: 

‘O mankind, We have created you from male and female, and We have divided you into nations and tribes 
for greater facility of intercourse. Verily, the most honoured among you in the sight of God is he who is 

the most righteous among you. Surely, God is All-Knowing , All-Aware.’ (Quran Chp 49 verse 14). 

This verse while making it clear that in Islam there is no distinction between men on the basis of race, 
sex, language, blood, or colour, has summarised the behaviour of an honourable man in one word: 
righteousness. Righteousness can never be attached to a man in whose blood there is no truthfulness or 
honesty. Any high ranking citizen of a country who parades himself as a righteous entity, while inside 
him he is so rotten and hollow to the core, having no attachment with truthfulness or honesty can best be 
described as an enemy within that country.There is no gainsaying that until a country has been able to 
produce a greater multitude of reformed youths to shoulder her responsibilities, she will continue to grope 
into the thickest part of under-development and retrogression. A nation that teaches her children that 
dishonesty is acceptable; a nation that sees no reason in instilling the spirit of truthfulness into her 
children, a nation that allows her children to live in a world surrounded by deceit, or a nation that even 
expects her children to be truthful in dealing with others, but allows her children to watch and applaud 
television shows and movies that promote lying and deceitfulness will be veering on the brink of 
suffering an irreversible setback one day.This is because children are the future leaders, and if they are 
not groomed very well with virtues one of which includes truthfulness, they will grow up and make their 
country incredibly wayward among other nations. 
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Truthfulness comes with trust and reliability, and it is the lifeblood of our words, our actions and our 
relationships. Truthfulness is a spicy commodity; it denotes mental stability or moral soundness, it makes 
one a man of integrity. This is the reason why the Holy Quran has announced: 

‘’O ye who believe! Fear Allah and be with the truthful.’’ (Quran Chp 9 verse 119) 

A person cannot be fully truthful in his words only; he must also be truthful in his deeds. A truthful 
person has many lofty and perfumery qualities that garnish his character and with which he can be 
identified. But the prominent ones are his lucid or honestcharacter and the truthfulness of his speech. A 
truthful person will always be distinguished from one who has fabricated a character of his own. 

The whole world is a witness to the humble beginnings of Muhammad (peace be upon him), who was a 
matchless example of truthfulness and honesty. Even before his claim to prophethood, he had earned the 
beautiful titles of Al-Amin (the trustworthy one) and As-Sadiq(the truthful). This wonderful gentleman 
who was unanimously accepted by the young and the old to be the only person in the entire Arabian 
peninsula revolving at the apex point of truthfulness, once assembled all the people of Mecca upon a 
hillock and said to them: ‘’If I tell you that a large army is gathered behind this hillock ready to launch 
an assault against you, will you believe me?’’ Even though this apparently seemed impossible, all of them 
declared: 

‘’Yes we will believe you, for you have always been truthful.’’(SahihBukhari, Kitabut-Tafsir, 
BabuWaminash-Shu’ara’I, Hadith No. 4770) 

When the angel of God first came to him with revelations, he run home and apprehensively said to 
Khadijah his wife: ‘I fear for my life.’Khadijah, who knew his life very well, comforted him and said to 
him: 

‘’Nay! Nay! By God, Allah shall never dishonour you. You treat your kith and kin with love, and are 
truthful, and mitigate the burdens of others. You have brought together lost virtues within yourself, and 
you are hospitable, and you assist others in the way of truth.’’(SahiBukhari, KitabulBad’il-Wahi, Bab 

No.3, Hadith No.3) 

Umaiyyah bin Khalaf was a vicious enemy of the Holy Prophet. But one day Sa’d bin Mu’adh informed 
him about a prophecy of his death made by the Holy Prophet. Upon hearing this prophecy, Umaiyyah bin 
Khalaf became distraught and broken, and after mentioning the prophecy to his wife, he said: ‘By God, 
when Muhammad speaks, he doesn’t lie.’ (SahiBukhari, Kitabul-Manaaqibi, Babul Alamatin-
Nubuwwatifil-Islam, Hadith No.3632) 

Also when Abu Sufyan was being interrogated by Heraclius, King of Rome about the Holy Prophet, one 
of the questions the King had posed to him was this: 

‘ ‘Prior to his claim, have you ever seen him lie?’’ 

Even though at that time, Abu Sufyan was at war with the Holy Prophet, but upon being asked this 
question, he was unable to give any other answer other than the word ‘No.’ (SahiBukhari, KitabuBad’il-
Wahi, Bab No. 6, Hadith No.7) 

An-Nadr bin Al-Harith was among the passionate adversaries of the Holy Prophet and Islam, but when he 
heard someone say that (God-forbid) ‘’Muhammad is a liar’’, he defended the truthfulness of the Holy 
Prophet, saying: 
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‘’Muhammad was a child among you and he was the most virtuous of all. He was the most honest in 
speech and the most trustworthy – and this remained your view of him until you observed his hair turning 
grey and he reached his old age, and he brought to you that which he brought. Then you began to say that 
he is a magician and a liar. By God, he is not a liar nor is he a magician.’’ (Ash-Shifa, By Al-Qadi Abdul-

Fadil ‘Ayad bin Musa, Part 1, p.90, Babuth-Thani fi TakmilillahTa’alalahul-
MahasinaKhalqanwaKhuluqanFaslunwaamma ‘Adluhu, Darul-Kutubil-Ilmiyyah, Beirut, (2000) ) 

Even Abu Jahl, who was one of the bitterest enemies of the Holy Prophet, once addressed the Holy 
Prophet , saying: 

‘’O Muhammad! We do not consider you to be a liar but we consider that which you have brought to be a 
lie.’’ 

All the above testimonies with the exception of Hazrat Khadijah came from people who were staunch 
enemies of the Holy Prophet, a holy and truthful man. His truthfulness and honesty compelled his 
enemies to accept that he was a man with fantastic notions of nobility. And it was as a result of this truth 
that God stood by him and helped him to transform his own people whose life at that time had extricated 
them from the world of upright and sensible human beings.His humble beginning which was based on 
truth and honesty, which were so impressed upon the hearts of both his friends and foes, had paved way 
forhim to be accepted today as the greatest leader in the anals of history. A brief but glowing comment 
about him by Alphonse de La-Martaine in ‘Historie de al Turquie’ is worth mentioning here: 

‘’Never has a man set for himself, voluntarily or 
involuntarily, a more sublime aim, since this aim was 
superhuman; to subvert superstitions which had been 
imposed between man and his Creator, to render God unto 
man and man unto God; to restore the rational and sacred 
idea of divinity amidst the chaos of the material and 
disfigured gods of idolatry, then existing. Never has a man 
undertaken a work so far beyond human power with so feeble 
means, for he (Muhammad) had in the conception as well as 
in the execution of such a great design, no other instrument 
than himself and no other aid except a handful of men living 
in a corner of the desert. Finally, never has a man 
accomplished such a huge and lasting revolution in the world, 
because less than two centuries after its appearance, Islam, in 
faith and in arms, reigned over the whole of Arabia, and 
conquered, in God’s name, Persia, Khorasan, Transoxania, 
Western India, Syria, Egypt, Abyssinia, all the known 
continent of Northern Africa, numerous islands of the 
Mediterranean Sea, Spain, and parts of Gaul. If greatness of 
purpose, smallness of means, and astonishing results are the 
three criteria of human genius, who could dare compare any 
great man in history with Muhammad? The most famous men 
created arms, laws, and empires only. They founded, if 
anything at all, no more than material powers which often 
crumbled away before their eyes.This man moved not only 
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armies, legislations, empires, peoples, dynasties, but millions 
of men in one-third of the then inhabited world; and more 
than that, he moved the altars, the gods, the religions, the 
ideas, the beliefs and the souls. On the basis of a Book, every 
letter of which has become law, he created a spiritual 
nationality which blends together peoples of every tongue and 
race. He has left the indelible characteristic of this Muslim 
nationality the hatred of false gods and the passion for the 
One and Immaterial God. This avenging patriotism against 
the profanation of Heaven formed the virtue of the followers 
of Muhammad; the conquest of one-third the earth to dogma 
was his miracle; or rather it was not the miracle of man but 
that of reason. The idea of the unity of God, proclaimed 
amidst the exhaustion of the fabulous theogonies, was in itself 
such a miracle that upon it’s utterance from his lips it 
destroyed all the ancient temples of idols and set on fire one-
third of the world. His life, his meditations, his heroic 
reveling against the superstitions of his country, and his 
boldness in defying the furies of idolatry, his firmness in 
enduring them for fifteen years in Mecca, his acceptance of 
the role of public scorn and almost of being a victim of his 
fellow countrymen: all these and finally, his flight, his 
incessant preaching, his wars against odds, his faith in his 
success and his superhuman security in misfortune, his 
forbearance in victory, his ambition, which was entirely 
devoted to one idea and in no manner striving for an empire; 
his endless prayers, his mystic conversations with God, his 
death and his triumph after his death; all these attest not an 
imposture but to a firm conviction which gave him the power 
to restore a dogma. This dogma was twofold ,the Unity of 
God and the immateriality of God: the former telling what 
God is, the latter telling what  God is not; the one 
overthrowing gods with the sword and, the other starting an 
idea with words. Philosopher, Orator, Apostle, Legislator, 
Conqueror of Ideas, Restorer Rational beliefs….. The founder 
of twenty terrestrial empires and of one spiritual empire that 
is Muhammad. As regards all standards by which human 
greatness may be measured, we may well ask, is there any 
man greater than he?” 

 

If the land of Mecca, which was barren of all kinds of nourishments, and was also barren of all human 
virtues, and had no hope of beholding the sunshine of God’s grace and clemency, could produce a godly 
valiant like Muhammad, based on his truth and honesty, the land of Mecca stepped into a land of 
extensive greenery and became an example and a paradigm to which many countries of today could relate 
to in all her branches of knowledge, medicine, laws, acts of worship etc, what again is there to proof that a 
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country cannotmove forward and experience the sweet showers of progress and development by 
inculcating into her children the spirit of truthfulness and honesty. 

However the print, the electronic and social media in this present generation have presented the world 
with a magic stick that is used in wrapping lies and deceits with the beautiful linen of truth and honesty. 
This magic stick, this enchanted stick has even surpassed the sticks of the magicians of Moses, for it 
deranges the senses of the people of today, and makes them hook onto bare-faced falsehood with all their 
might like a drowning man who hand clutched onto a straw. It appears that the people of today have fallen 
so much in love with the true face of deception than those of the past. And this, if allowed to go on, will 
adversely affect the kids of today. 

It is already clear that thedownsides of the electronic and social media on the kids and teenagers of today, 
who are seen as the future leaders seem to be listless. Kids and teenagers tend to spend their judicious 
time on social media, relying so much on things they read or see there instead of getting themselves 
attached to practical knowledge of everyday life. This lowers their desire and interest in things that matter 
as far as their own development is concerned. 

Also the dirty photos and violent videos they watch on social media can cast a serious blot on their 
behaviour. This is because, greater parts of these videos are either about sex or crime. And this can lure 
kids and teenagers into sex and crime related activities. 

Another downside of social media is that, users tend to peddle falsehood through this medium which 
sometimes poses threats to people. Others also use to incite people of one political party against the other, 
or people of one country against the other. This means that people overuse the freedom of speech granted 
them through social media which sometimes can plunge a nation into a lawless state. 

All these are being learnt by the kids of this present generation which sends a signal that indeed all is not 
well. 

As Muslims, we are therefore urged to assess ourselves and actions very well and more importantly to 
ensure that they are oriented towards that of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (saw) in honesty and 
righteousness.  
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